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Pusiic Law 601, 79TH ConGREss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946 
753, 2d session, which provides: 





. chapter 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 


SE¢ 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* + « . * + > 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members 


Rute XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* » * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities 
(A) Un-American activities. 
(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit 


tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 


propaganda activities in the United 
States, (ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un- 
American propaganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic 


character, and objects of un-American 


origin and attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our 
Constitution, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid 
Congress in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on 


Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, 


is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 


of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 


to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be 


served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


. > s * ° ° . 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
RvuLE X 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
gress, the following standing committees: 


. * * - ‘ * * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 


s s 7 7 * * * 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


RvuLE XI 
* * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make, from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 


VI 





NVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
CHICAGO AREA—Part 3 


THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1954 


UnItTED States Howusr or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
on Un-American ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D.C. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
ment, pursuant to call, at 10:56 a. m., in the Caucus Room, 362 Old 
House Office Building, Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde, 
Gordon H. Scherer, Morgan M. Moulder, and James B. Frazier, Jr. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Raphael I. 
Nixon, director of research; Earl L. Fuoss and Courtney Owens, 
investigators, and Riley D. Smith, acting for the clerk. 

Mr. Vetpr. The committee will be in order. 

Let the record show that I have appointed as a subcommittee for 
the purposes of this hearing Mr. Scherer, Mr. Moulder, Mr. Frazier, 
and myself as chairman. 

The hearing this morning is a continuation of the hearings which 
were held in Chie: ago recently by au subcommittee composed of Mr. 
Scherer, Mr. Moulder, and myself. At that time two witnesses were 
unavailable, at least the committee staff were unable to find these two 
witness to issue a subpena for them. Subsequent to that time | 
believe that these witnesses have been subpenaed, so we will proceed, 
Mr. Counsel, at the present time with the witnesses. 

Mr. Kunzia. John T. Watkins. Will you step forward, please. 

Mr. Vevpr. In the testimony you are about to give before this sub- 
committee do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. WarkKINs. Tdo. 

Mr. Vetpe. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN T. WATKINS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
JOSEPH L. RAUH, JR., AND DANIEL H. POLLITT 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you give your full name, please, sir? 

Mr. Watkins. John T. Watkins. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I see that you are accompanied by counsel. Would 
counsel please state his name and office address for the record. 

Mr. Ravw. My name is Joseph L. Rauh, R-a-u-h, Jr., 1631 K 
Street, and with me is Mr. Daniel H. Pollitt, P-o-1-1-i-t-t, of 1631 K 
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Street. We are Washington counsel for the United Automobile 
Workers, CIO. 

Mr. IX NZIG. Are you il O counsel here this morning for Mr. 
Watkins? 


Mr. Rat H. In ow Capacity as counsel we are representing Mr. 
Watixins 

Mr. KUNZI ; Would you give your address, please, Mr. Watkins? 

Mr. Kunzic. 1244 22d Avenue, Rock Island, Il. 

Ir. Kounzic. Rock Island, U1. 

Mr. Watkins. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background / 

Mr. Warkrns. My educational background was the eighth grade. 

Mr. Kunzic. And where was that ? 

Mr. Warxkrns. Mount Sterling, Iowa. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mount Sterling, lowa/ 

Mr. Watkins. Right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, would you give the committee a résumé of your 
employment background ¢ 

Mr. Watkins. My first job for salary was a part-time job as janitor 
of the school at the age of 10, for which I received $3 per month. 

At 13 I was employed in farm work. Following that I was em- 
ployed in a thread factory in Elgin, Il.; later by the Illinois Watch 
Case Co. in Elgin, Ill. 

Following that, approximately 1925, I was employed in farm work 
in the vicinity of Stronghurst, III, in which I spent several years. 

Following that I was e mployed in con struction work building hard 
roads, pipelines, and later, during the depression years of 1932, 1933, 
and 1934, I was employed in building a railroad for the Rock Island 
Railroad Co. around Trenton, Mo. 

Following that [ was employed on WPA, I believe it was, construc- 
tion work, in the construction of locks at Burlington, Iowa. 

I was later employed by In ternational Harvester Co. at. the Farm- 
All Works, and again later in construction work in Muscatine, Iowa, 
on the Mississippi River, and leaving there, I went to work at the East 
Moline Works of the International Harvester Co. in East Moline, I]. 

I believe I did forget that in 1929 I also had worked a brief period 
for the John Deere Co., John Deere Plow Works, and for a few months 
for the International Harvester Co. as a service repairman in East 
Moline and Minneapolis, Minn. 

Since the latter part of 1935 or the first part of 1936 my employ- 
ment with the Harvester Co. continued until August of 1953. How- 
ever, since 1942 I have been on leave from that job under the labor 
union contract and was employed by the Farm Equipment FE-CIO 
International Union, later by the UE, known as United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers, and at the present time by the 
UAW-CIO, International Union. 

Mr. Vetpe. Was your employment with UE following the merger 
with FE? 

Mr. Watkins. That is correct. 

(At this point Mr. Watkins conferred with Mr. Rauh.) 

Mr. Warkrns. I understood the question to say UE. Your question 
was in regard to UE, was it not ? 


Mr. Veupe. Yes. 
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Mr. Warkins. I had worked for FE-CIO prior to my e mployment 
with UE, but in 1949 I was employed by UE, in the latter part of 1946 ). 

Mr. Veupe. That was after they h: id merged with FE, however 

Mr. Watkins. That is right. 

Mr. Vetpe. That is what my question was. 

Mr. Kunzia. When did you leave the UE employment ¢ 

Mr. Warkins. In August 1953. 

Mr. Kunzic. And when did you go with the United Auto Workers ? 

Mr. Warxtins. In August 1953 

Mr. Kunzia. And you are prese ntly with United Auto Workers? 

Mr. Warkins. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, Mr. Watkins, on September 3, 1952, at hearings 
before this committee one Donald O. Spencer test ified as follows: 

QUESTION. During the period that you were a member of the Farm Equipment 
Workers did you become a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. SPENCER. Yes, sir. 

QUESTION. When did you become a member? 

Mr. SPENCER. In 19438, in October. 

QUESTION. How long did you remain a member of the Communist Party 

Mr. Spencer. Well, my dues were paid until the 1st of January 1946. 

QUESTION. Who recruited you into the Communist Party? 

Mr. Spencer. Walter Rumsey, R-u-m-s-e-y, encouraged me into the party with 
the endorsement and full knowledge of John Watkins. 

QvueEsTION. Is that John Watkins? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir. He was district vice president of the FE at that time. 

Did you know Donald O. Spencer ? 

Mr. Warkrins. I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Warkins. No. 

Mr. Kunzia. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Watkins. No. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you have anything to do with recruiting into the 
Communist Party Mr. Spencer? 

Mr. Warxrins. I did not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever recruit anybody into the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Warkrtns. I have not. 

Mr. Kunzia. I will go on with the testimony. 

Mr. Spencer. John Watkins, he approved my recruitment before I was 
admitted. 

I will ask you now, did you approve the recruitment of Spencer 
before he was admitted to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Watkins. Read your question again. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Spencer’s testimony was that “John Watkins ap 
proved my recruitment before I was admitted.” 

My question to you is: Did you ever approve the recruitment of 
Spencer to the Communist Party before he was admitted ? 

Mr. Watkins. No, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, the question was asked : 

Mr. Spencer, did you ever attend meetings in the home of John Watkins, Com- 
munist Party meetings? 


And Spencer said: “No.” 
QUESTION: Were you acquainted with Catherine Hall, wife of John Watkins? 


46671—54—-pt. 32 
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Spencer: Yes; she wasn’t the wife of John Watkins at that time, though. 
She was working in the office, the district office of FE-CIO in Rock Island at 
that time. 

QUESTION : Was she a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. SrENcCER: Well, she attended the meetings, and I never saw her card but 
she would have had to have been or she couldy’t attend the meetings. 


Now, Mr. Spencer goes on: 


Well, this was a very small meeting, and I was called in there and told to 
report to the Sherman Hotel, and when I got there at the desk I was told to 
go up to a room on the eighth floor. I went up there and there were only three 
people present at that meeting and it was Kate Hall, John Watkins, and Jerry 
Fielde. 

Did you ever attend any meeting in the Sherman Hotel with Kate 
Hall and Jerry Fielde? 

Mr. Warxrns. I have. I would like to make a brief statement pos- 
sibly in regard to 

Mr. Kunzia. In regard to this meeting ? 

Mr. Warxkrns. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. All right. 

Mr. Warkins. I am not now nor have I ever been a card-carrying 
member of the Communist Party. Rumsey was wrong when he said 
I had recruited him into the party, that I had ree veived his dues, that 
I paid dues to him, and that I had used the alias Sam Brown. 

Spencer was wrong when he termed any meetings which I attended 
as closed Communist Party meetings. 

I would like to make it clear that for a period of time from ap- 
proximately 1942 to 1947 I cooperated with the Communist Party and 
participated in Communist activities to such a degree that some 
persons may honestly believe that I was a member of the party. 

I have made contributions upon occasions to Communist causes. 
I have signed petitions for Communist causes. I attended caucuses 
at an FE convention at which Communist Party officials were present. 

Since I freely cooperated with the Communist Party I have no 
motive for making the distinction between cooperation and member- 
ship except the simple fact that it is the truth. I never carried a 
Communist Party card. I never accepted discipline and indeed on 
several occasions I opposed their position. 

In a special convention held in the summer of 1947 I led the fight 
for compliance with the Taft-Hartley Act by the FE-CIO Inter- 
national Union. This fight became so bitter that it ended any possi- 
bility of future cooperation. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was the date you say you stopped cooperating 
with the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Warxkrins. I say prior to the convention, 1947. I do not have 
the date. 

Mr. Kunzic. When would say this cooperation with the Com- 
munist Party started ? 

Mr. Watkins. I could not give you a date. 

Mr. Kunzic. Estimate a date, to the best of your ability. 

Mr. Warkrns. I said approximately 1942 to 1947. 

Mr. Kunzic. Approximately from 1942 to 1947, to use your own 
words, you cooperated with the Communist Party; is that correct ? 

Mr. Warxinys. Yes; that is in my statement. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vewpe. Mr. Moulder. 
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Mr. Movutper. To what extent or in what manner did you cooperate, 
did you attend meetings of the leadership of the Communist Party or 
was your cooperation with some of the movements that they were 
undertaking in cooperation with labor at that time ? 

Mr. Watkins. Well, the cooperation as I referred to in my state- 
ment was had by contributions; I had been present at meetings, 
caucuses, I referred to; and that is what I mean by cooperation. 

Mr. Moutper. Did you participate in any political meetings where 
only Communists were involved ¢ 

Mr. Warkiys. ‘Only Communists were involved? Not to my knowl 
edge. I have attended, in my work in the labor union, thousands of 
meetings, sometimes as many as four a day, and to answer about any 
specific meeting it would necessarily have to be pinpointed to some 
recollection. 

Mr. Moutper. Well, did you consider yourself as actually affiliating 
yourself with the Communist cause or the philosophy of the Commu- 
nist Party movement during that period of time, or were you using the 
Communist Party in your work as a labor leader, that is the point I was 
trying to make clear a moment ago. I was trying to distinguish. We 
do distinguish between those activities. 

Mr. Watkins. Well, I would say that on occasions there was no 
difference in opinion on a position, which I might have felt the Com- 
munists were also in support of that position, and I did not oppose it, 
but where I felt that their position differed with mine I did oppose. 

Mr. Moutper. Well, when you did agree it was in connection with 
your interest in labor, or was it because of your support of the Com 
munist Party? That is the point I am trying to make clear. 

Mr. Warkins. It was because I felt it was in the interest of our 
membership and within the labor policies of the union and within the 
CIO. 

Mr. Mourper. Isee. That is all. 

Mr. Vetpr. About how much did you contribute to the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Warkins. I could not give any specific figures. I do recall one 
particular instance where I signed a petition at a convention in 
Springfield, I believe it was, and gave a contribution. I don’t recall 
whether it was a dollar, $2. I think the petition was a petition to 
free Earl Browder. I don’t even know who was circulating it. 

Mr. Vetpe. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you feel that Spencer and Rumsey—we will come 
to Rumsey in a minute, but you have already mentioned his name 
had any legitimate reason for believing you to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Warkins. None other than what I have state? in my 
statement. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, Mr. Rumsey testified before this committee on 
March 10, in public session, 1954, in Chicago, Ill., and he was asked : 


Who recruited you into the Communist Party, Mr. Rumsey? 
and his answer was: 
John T. Watkins. He was then district president of the FE—-CIO. 


So I want to specifically ask you, did you recruit Mr. Rumsey into 
the Communist Party, Mr. Watkins ? 
Mr. Warstns. I did not. 
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Mr. Kuwnzic. So you are specifically and unequivocally denying 
this statement made by Mr. Rumsey ? 

Mr. Warkrns. Iam. 

Mr. Scnerer. Pardon me just a minute. 

Mr. Vevpr. All right. Proceed, Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scurrer. Can you give us any reason why Mr. Rumsey should 
lave so testified before this committee under oath ? 

Mr. Warkrns. I will give my personal reason, yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. We would like to know if there, was any bias or 
prejudice. 

Mr. Warkins. Mr. Rumsey—I was district president, as I have 
stated, of the FE-CIO District No. 2. That district was made up 
of a geographical area around the Quad Cities, including Canton, 
Dubuque, and Rock Falls. Rumsey worked on my staff in the latter 
part of 1943 and the first part of 1944, at which time I released him 
from the staff and he went back into the tains to work. 

Prior to the time I released him he had not been on very friendly 
terms with me, and after his release I had a lot of trouble with 
Rumsey. 

Mr. Screrer. Then you say that in your opinion his testimony is 
based on personal ill will toward you as a result of these contro- 
versies that you have just described ? 

Mr. Warkxrns. I think that was a great part of it, ~~ 

Mr. Scnerer. Do you know of any other motive on the part of 
Rumsey that would have caused him to testify as he did? 

Mr. Warkrns. Well, I had also later removed him from the union, 
expelled him from the union through the procedures of the inter- 
national constitution, as likewise I had Spencer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know Rumsey was a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Warxtns. I knew he carried on pretty open activity in behalf 
of the Communist Party, and I have read his testimony where he 
testified he was a member of the party. 

(At this point Mr. Watkins conferred with Mr. Rauh.) 

Mr. Scuerer. Before you read his testimony did you know that he 
was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Warxrns. In 1949 he circulated an affidavit signed by himself 
and Spencer, something to the effect that he had been a member of 
the Communist Party, had left the party, and that he had been toid 
by another party that I had been a member of the Communist Party 
under the name of Sam Brown. That affidavit signed by Rumsey 
and Spencer was distributed to the workers of John Deere Plow 
Works and to other workers in the Quad City area. 

Mr. &. .-erer. Did you ever use the name of Brown ? 

Mr. Warxins. I never did; no, sir. 

Mr. Screrer. Now, insofar as Spencer is concerned, what motive 
would he have in testifying the way he did, if you know? 

Mr. Warkuys. I wouldn't know, other than my own opinion woul 
be his close association with Rumsey. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did he have any particular animosity toward you? 

Mr. Watxrys. Yes; I would say he did. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was the nature of that and the circumstances 
which gave rise to such animosity ? 
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Mr. Watkins. Well, he had been expelled from the union in the 
early part of—latter part of 1948 or the early part of 1949. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you participate in that expulsion ¢ 

Mr. Warkins. Yes; 1 did. 

Mr. Scuerer. Why was he expelled from the union ? 

Mr. Warxins. He was leading a campaign for another labor or 
ganization. 

Mr. Kunzie. What was the other labor organization ? 

Mr. Watkins. It was VAW-CIO. 

Mr. Kunzic. This was before you went into the UAW, is that 
right ? 

Mr. Warxins. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. I just wanted to get that clear. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know him to be a member of the party— 
Spencer ¢ 

Mr. Watkins. He testified he was. He signed the affidavit that I 
referred to saying he was, Spencer was. 

Mr. Scnerer. Did you of your own knowledge know he was prior to 
reading his affidavit or testimony ¢ 

Mr. Warkins. Not with any conclusive proof ; no. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you participate with him in any activity of the 
party ¢ 

Mr. Warkins. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you participate with Rumsey in any activities of 
the party ¢ é 

Mr. Watkins. No, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Your participation or association with the party 
as you have described it was entirely separate and apart from any 
activity on the part of Spencer and Rumsey in connection with the 
party ¢ i 

Mr. Warxins. That is correct. 

Mr. Vevpre. Let me ask you a question. You say here in your state 
ment, and I think you read the statement into the record : 

I cooperated with the Communist Party and participated in Communist 
Party activity to such a degree that some persons may honestly believe I was a 
member of the party. 

Now, with whom did you participate in the Communist Party in 
these activities if you didn’t participate with Spencer and Rumsey ? 

Mr. Warkxrins. I have participated in meetings with Fred Fine, 
who was present ; Gil Green was present—— 

Mr. Vretpre. As you go through these: Fred Fine, what was his 

capacity in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. WatTxtins. I do not know what his title was, but he was some 
representative of the party. 

Mr. Vetpe. Well, how did you know him to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Watkins. I met him at, as I recall, at the 1946 Milwaukee con- 
vention. ‘ 

Mr. Vetpre. Of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Warkins. No; of the FE-CIO Union. 

Mr. Vextpe. Well, I am asking you how you knew he was a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Warktins. Well, it was public knowledge that he was a mem 
ber, and any time that the meeting that I referred to, in the caucuses, 
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it was no secret that he was an official of some sort of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Vexe. All right. Will you proc ‘eed, then, with others that vou 
have participated with in C ommunist Party activity ? 

Mr. Warkrns. I have been in meetings where Bill Sentner has been 
present. I don’t know of any meetings other than union meetings. 

Mr. Movutper. Were they Communist Party meetings, that is what 
I want to know ? 

Mr. Warkrns. No. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Excuse me. Is that Bill Sentner, S-e-n-t-n-e-r? 

Mr. Warkrns. I think so. 

Mr. Moutper. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vener. All right. Mr. Moulder. 

Mr. Moviper. When you refer to being in a meeting with these 
gentlemen that were known as Communists, were they Communist 
Party meetings ! 

Mr. Warxrns. No, sir. 

Mr. Vetpr. But you participated in Communist Party activity with 
them at these meetings, as I understand you to say in your statement 
here; is that right ? 

Mr. Warkins. Well, the Communist Party activities, according to 
the statement, is the activity the Communist Party was carrying on at 
such occasions, such as the convention which I have cited, and activi- 
ties such as a petition they may have been circulating, or a contribu- 
tion they may have been asking. 

Mr. Verne. And that is contributions and petitions for the Com- 
munist Party cause, is that right ? 

Mr. Watkins. I assume they were; yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, you mean these activities were in connection 
with the Communist Party’s attempt to control the union activities? 

Mr. Warkrns. No; I couldn’t say they were directed toward the 
union as such. 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, you know that that was the general —— 
and policy of the party, to attempt to control the various unions, 
some unions; you know that is true, don’t you, witness ? 

Mr. Warkrnys. I think that is generally true ; yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. These discussions that you had with these men you 
knew to be Communists at union meetings were in connection with 
their desire to control to some extent, at least, the union’s policy and 
activities, were they not ? 

Mr. Warxrns. I would say that is probably correct. 

(At this ae Mr. Watkins conferred with Mr. Rauh.) 

Mr. Vetpr. Can we conveniently recess at this point, Mr. Counsel ? 
We havea oc um call. Iam sure the members want to get over there. 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes; I think so. 

Mr. Veiner. The committee will be in recess for 20 minutes in order 
to enable the committee members to answer a quorum call. 

(Whereupon, at 11:10 a. m., a recess was taken, the hearing to be 
reconvened at 11:30 a.m.) 

(Thereupon, at 11:40 a. m., pursuant to the taking of the recess, 
the hearing was reconvened, the following committee members being 
present : Represent: itives Harold H. Velde, Gordon H. Scherer, and 
James B. Frazier, Jr. (appearance noted in transcript).) 

Mr. Vetpe. The committee will be in order. 
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Let the record show that I have appointed a new subcommittee con 
sisting of Mr. Scherer, Mr. Moulder, and myself as chairman, and a 
quorum for this hearing is present, consisting of Mr. Scherer and the 
chairman. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, may I state for the record that dm 
ing the intermission Mr. Rauh, unfortunately, had to leave to catch 

L pl: une to another city to attend another case. He said his client 
wand | be represented, as was already stated in the record, by Mr. Pol 
litt. He was very sorry he had to leave. 

Mr. Vevpe. All right. Proceed. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, I would like to ask you this, Mr. Watkins: Did 
you ever attend any Communist Party meetings ? 

Mr. Warxkrins. Not that I know as Communist Party meetings as 
such, no. 

Mr. Kunzic. What do you mean by saying “Not that I know as 
Communist Party meetings as such”? 

Mr. Watkins. Well, I will make one exception to that. I attended 
a meeting in Moline one time where the chairman of the party spoke. 
I believe it was Foster. It was a public meeting. 

Mr. Kunzic. A public meeting? 

Mr. Warxkrns. It was open to the public. Approximately 140 peo 
ple were in attendance. 

Mr. Kuwnzica. Was it an open Communist Party meeting? 

Mr. Warxtns. Well, it was advertised that Foster would speak. 

Mr. Vextpr. Who did you say was the speaker, Foster ? 

Mr. Warkins. I don’t know the first name, but it was Foster. 

Mr. Veupre. William Z. Foster. Was he at that time the head of 
the Communist Party of the United States? 

Mr. Warkrns. I don’t recall. He was an official, I believe, of the 
party. The meeting was held at Swedish Olive Hall in Moline. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did you ever attend any closed Communist Party 
meetings ¢ 

Mr. Watkins. No. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you ever attend any Communist Party meetings 
with Mr. Rumsey? 

Mr. Warxins. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever attend any Communist Party meetings 
with Mr. Spencer ? 

Mr. Warxins. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, when Mr. Rumsey testified in Chicago, March 16, 
1954, as follows: 

Did you ever pay dues to Mr. Watkins? 

The answer was “Yes.” 

Now, I ask you, Did Mr. Rumsey ever pay dues to you? 

Mr. Watkins. He did not. 

Mr. Kunzic. You unequivocally deny that he ever paid any dues 
to you? 

Mr. Warxrns. Communist Party dues, yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did he ever pay any other type of dues to you? 

Mr. Warxins. Not that I recall. He may possibly have paid union 
dues before the contract, but I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Does the testimony taken in Chicago indicate that the 
witness specifically said they were Communist Party dues? 
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Mr. Kunzic. Yes, Mr. Scherer. 

I will read some more. The question was: 

Now, how long did you belong to the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rumsey. It would be in August 1944 when I left. 

Mr. Kunzic. To whom did you pay dues in the party, Mr. Rumsey? 

Mr. Rumsey. Well, it would be the various organizers; that is, district 
Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever pay dues to Mr. Watkins? 

Mr. Rumsey. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was this at the beginning? 

Mr. Rumsey. At the start 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you recall how much dues you paid? 

Mr. Rumsey. It was on the percentage. It was prorated percentagewise. 


g very definitely that no dues were paid to you by 


Now you are say in 
Mr. Rumsey ¢ 

Mr. Warxins. I said very definitely they were not. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, I asked this question of Mr. Rumsey: 

Did you collect dues from people in the Communist Party? 
ind he went on and testified yes, that he collected dues, and so forth, 
ind I said: 

In the case of Watkins, did you collect dues from him under the name of 
Watkins or Sam Brown? 

(nd he answered: “Sam Brown.” 

Now, my question to you is, Were dues ever collected from you by 
Mr. Rumsey ¢ 

Mr. Warxrins. No, sir 

Mr. Vetpr. Now, specifically what kind of dues, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Konzic. Well, I will ask first about Communist Party dues. 

Were Communist Party dues ever collected from you by Mr. 

umsey ¢ 

Mr. Warxrns. No, sir 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever use the alias Sam Brown ? 

Mr. Warkins. Never. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever use any alias? 

Mr. Warkins. No, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. You have been known always by the name John 
Watkins ? 

Mr. Warxins. John T. Watkins. 

Mr. Kunzitc. John T. Watkins? 

Mr. Warxins. And John Watkins. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, I have here a list of names of people, all of 
whom were identified as Communist Party members by Mr. Rumsey 
during his recent testimony in Chicago. I am asking you first whether 
you know these people. My first question: Warner Betterson ? 

Mr. Warxtins. No, I don’t know him. 

Mr. Kunzic. Joan Steel ? 

Mr. Watkins. Not tomy knowledge. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Peter Gustafson ? 

Mr. Warktins. I know a Gustafson, but I don’t know a Peter 
Gustafson. 

Mr. Kunzic. Donald O. Spencer, I already asked you about. You 
know Donald O. Spencer ? 

Mr. Warxkins. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzice. Harold Fisher ? 

Mr. Warkins. Yes, sir. 





~ 
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Mr. IK NZIG. You know Ilarold Fisher ? 

Mr. Warkins. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know Harold Fisher to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Warkins. I will ask counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. Certainly. 

(At this point Mr. Watkins conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Warkins. Mr. Chairman, in regard to that question, I would 
like to make a very brief statement I prepared in anticipation of this 
answer. 

Mr. Ve_pr. You may proceed. 

Mr. Warkrins. Thank you. 

I would like to get one thing perfectly clear, Mr. Chairman. I 
am not going to plead the fifth amendment, but I refuse to answer 
certain questions that I believe are outside the proper scope of your 
committee’s activities. I will answer any questions which this com 
mittee puts to me about myself. I will also answer questions about 
those persons whom I knew to be members of the Communist Party 
and whom I believe still are. I will not, however, answer any ques- 
tions with respect to others with whom I associated in the past. I] 
do not believe that any law in this country requires me to testify about 
persons who may in the past have been Communist Party members 
or otherwise engaged in Communist Party activity but who to my 
best knowledge and belief have long since removed themselves from 
the Communist movement. 

I do not believe that such questions are relevant to the work of this 
committee nor do I believe that this committee has the right to under 
take the public exposure of persons because of their past activities. 1 
may be wrong, and the committee may have this power, but until and 
unless a court of law so holds and directs me to answer, I most firmly 
refuse to discuss the political activities of my past associates. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. And I want to get this clear for the record. You are 
not in any way raising the fifth amendment / 

Mr. Warktins. Iam not. 

Mr. Kunzic. But you are refusing to answer the question I have 
just asked you? 

Mr. Warkins. Based upon the statement just read, yes. 

Mr. Kunzite. And you, of course, have advice of counsel. He is 
sitting right next to you at this moment and vou just conferred with 
him, is that correct ? 

M:. Warkins. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I ask that you direct the witness to 
answer. 

Mr. Veupr. Yes. This committee is set up by the House of Repre 
sentatives to investigate subversion and subversive propaganda and to 
report to the House of Re ‘present: itives for the purpose of remedial] 
legislation. 

The House of Representatives has by a very clear majority, a very 
large majority, directed us to engage in that type of work, and so we 
do, as a committee of the House of Represent: itives, have the authority, 
the jurisdiction, to ask you concerning your activities in the Commu 
nist Party, concerning your knowledge of any other persons who are 
members of the Communist Party or who have been members of the 

46671—54—pt. 3——3 
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Communist Party, and so, Mr. Watkins, you are directed to answer 
the ques tion propounde ra to you by Cc ‘ounsel. 

Now, do you remember the question that was propounded to you? 

Mr. Warkrns. I remember the question, Mr. Chairman, and I have 
read my answer which, among other things, states that your committee 
may have this power, and I stand on my statement. 

Mr. Veipr. P roceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, I am going down and ask you other names as I 
started to do a moment ago of people who were identified by Mr. Rum 
sey during histe sstimony in Chicago. 

Do you know C harles 

Mr. Scuerer. Wait a minute. Identified by Mr. Rumsey as mem 
bers of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. That is correct. I stated as members of the Commu 
nist Party before. This, of course, was at the time Mr. Rumsey was 

member of the Communist Party that he knew these people to be 

nembers with him. 

Did you know Charles Hobbe? 

Mr. Warkins. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Charles Hobbe to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Warkins. I stand on my statement. 

Mr. Kunzic. In other words. you are refusing to answer that ques 
tion ? 

Mr. Warkins. Asset forth inthe statement I just read. 

Mr. Kunz I ask that the witness be directed to answer the ques 
tion, Mr. ¢ ane, 

Mr. Verne. Clearly you should in cooperation with the Congress of 
the United States answer that question, so you are directed to answer 
the question. Mr. Watkins. 

Mr. Warkins. I am sorry, Mr. Chairman, but I stand on the state 
ment which I entered into the record. 

Mr. Kunzic. I want to make the record very clear, Mr. Chairman. 

You are refusing to answer that question, is that correct ? 

Mr. Warx«tins. I believe I have answered the question 

Mr. Kunzic. No, the question is not answered at all, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Watkins (continuing). With the statement, and I state that 
I stand on the statement that I have read. 

Mr. KX a. a alleged answer makes it clear that his answer is 

refusal, Mr. Chairman. 

Do you know canes Mack, M-a-c-k ? 

Mr. Warxins. I did know hin, yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Henry Mack to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Warxktns. Again my answer, that I stand on the statement I 
read into the record. 

Mr. Verne. Again, Mr. Watkins, you are directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Warkins. Again, Mr. Chairman, I stand on the statement. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know an Ernest DeMaio? 

Mr. Warktns. I know Ernest DeMaio, yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know Ernest DeMaio to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Warkrins. I stand on the statement that I read. 

Mr. Veipr. Do you know him to have ever been a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Warxrins. I stand on the statement, Mr. Chairman, that I 
read. 

Mr. Vetpr. Again you are directed to answer that question con 
cerning Mr. Ernest DeMaio. 

Mr. Warxins. Again, Mr. Chairman, I stand on the statement 
entered into the record. 

Mr. Kunzia. I want to get this record clear, Mr. Chairman, be 
cause there were two questions there. 

My question was: “Did you know Mr. Ernest DeMaio to be a member 
of the Communist Party?” 

I wish him to be directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Veupe. All right. You are directed, then, Mr. Witness, to 

inswer the question as to whether you know Mr. Ernest DeMaio to 
be a present member of the Communist Party of the United States. 

(At this point Mr. Watkins conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Warkins. Mr. Chairman, again I stand on the statement 
which, among other things, states that I will also answer questions 
ibout those persons whom I knew to be members of the Communist 
Party and whom I believe still are. 

(At this point Mr. Watkins conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Warkrins. I will not, however, answer any question with re 
spect to others with whom I associated in the past. I stand on that 
statement, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kunzie. I am asking you the question whether you know Ernest 
DeMaio to be a member of the Communist Party, and you are refusing 
to answer, is that right? 

Mr. Warkins. Based on the statement entered into the record. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Did you know Charles Killinger, K-i-l-l-i-n-g-e-r? 

Mr. Warktys. I knew Charles Killinger. 

Mr. Kunzice. Did —T know C harles Killinger to be a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Warkrns. I again stand on the statement. 

Mr. Kunzia. I respectfully request, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
be directed to answer the question as to whether he knows Charles 
Killinger to be a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Vetpr. Again you are directed to answer the question as to your 
knowledge of the Communist Party affiliation of Charles Killinger. 

Mr. Warxrns. Again, Mr. Chairman, I stand on the statement. 

(At this point Mr. Watkins conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Watkins, I am going to read a list of names to 
you. I will read it slowly—— 

(Representative Frazier entered the hearing room at this point.) 

Mr. Kunzic. And I am going to ask you—these are all names 
identified as members of the Communist Party by Mr. Rumsey in his 
testimony in Chicago. I am going to read the list and ask you whether 
you ever knew any of these people to be members of the Communist 
Party: 

Lee Landbaker; Morris Childs; Dorothy Hillyerd; Theo Kruse; 
Charles Lawson; Olaf Lidel, L-i-d-e-1; Sarah Levine; Murray Levine; 
Harriet Leuth, L-e-u-t-h; Herbert Marsh; Ajay Martin; Harold Met- 
calf; John Milkevitch ; Grant Oakes; Joe Ruick, R-u-i-c-k, or alias Joe 
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Webber; Frank Rogers; Arthur Saunders; Seymour Siporin; Joseph 
Stern: George Teeple, T-e e-p | @5 Ray Teeple; Donald Tieglan, 
T-i-e-g-l-a-n; Rex Wielock; John Wilson; Marie Wilson; Mrs. John 
Wilson. 

Do you know any of those names I just read to you to have been 
members of the Communist Party ? 

(At this point Mr. Watkins conferred with Mr. Pollitt.) 

Mr. Warkrins. In regard to the name Stern that you mentioned, I 
believe as Joe 

Mr. Kunzic. Joseph Stern, yes. 

Mr. Warkrns. I have knowledge that he carried on Communist 
Party activities in the Quad City area. I have not known him for sev- 
eral years, or his whereabouts, but at the time he was in the Quad Cities 
he was carrying on Communist Party activities. 

In regard to the other names that you have read, I will not answer, 
based upon the statement that I read into the record previously re- 
ferred to. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully request that the witness 
be directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Veupr. Now, the question was as to whether the witness has 
knowledge of any of the names that you read, whether those persons 
whose names you read had been members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Kunzic. That is correct. 

Mr. Vevpr. Yes, you are directed to answer that question, Mr. 
W atkins. 

Mr. Warxins. And, Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer, based upon 
the statement previously read into the record. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions of this 
witness. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazier. No questions. 

Mr. Veupre. It seems very clear to me that the witness has pertinent 
information concerning Communist Party activities which we are 
authorized and dutybound to investigate, and that the witness should 
in the spirit of cooperation with his Government answer those 
questions. 

However, upon his refusal to answer those questions, there is noth- 
ing we can do at the present time to force the witness to answer those 
questions. 

So unless there is anything further, the witness is dismissed and the 
committee will stand in recess until 2 o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:02 p. m. the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 

t2 p.m. ofthe same day.) 





AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 2:04 p. m. of the same day, the pose were 
resumed, Representatives Harold H. Velde (chairman), Gordon H. 
Scherer, and James B. Frazier, Jr. (appearance noted in transcript), 
being present. 

Mr. Veipe. The hearing will come to order 

Let the record show that for the purposes of this hearing I have 
appointed a subcommittee consisting of Mr. Scherer, Mr. Moulder, 
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and myself as chairman. Mr. Scherer and I are present, making a 
quorum of the subcommittee. 

Mr. Counsel, you may proceed and call the witness. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Feinglass. 

Mr. Vetpe. Will you raise your right hand, please. 

In the testimcny you are about to give he i. this subeommittee do 
you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so he ‘Ip you God? 

Mr. F EINGLASS. I do. 


Mr. Vevpe. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF ABE FEINGLASS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
HAROLD I. CAMMER 


Mr. Kunzic. State your full name, please. 

Mr. Fernauass. My name is Abe Feinglass. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Is Abe short for - 

Mr. Fernouass. Abraham. 

Mr. Kunzie. And Feinglass, is that F-e-i-n-g-l-a-s-s- ? 

Mr. Fetnewass. That is right. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I see that you are accompanied by counsel. Would 
counsel please state his name and oftice address for the record. 

Mr. Cammer. Harold I. Cammer, C-a-m-m-e-r, 9 Kast 40th Street, 
New York 16, N. Y. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Feinglass, would you please give us your present 
address. 

Mr. Frrneuass. 1405 Cortez Street, Chicago, Il. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Will you please spell the name of the street for the 
record. 

Mr. Fremneuass. C-o-r-t-e-z. 

Mr. Kunzic. And your present employment, sir / 

Mr. Frineuass. Before we take that up, Mr. Velde, there is just a 
matter that I would like to bring to the attention of this committee. 

Mr. Vetpe. Can you speak a little louder ? 

Mr. Freineuass, Certainly. 


There is a matter I would like to bring to the attention of this com 
mittee regarding my subpena. 
I was rather shocked to read in the newspapers in Chicago about 


au month ago that the chairman or some of the members of this com- 
mittee had stated that I was a fugitive from a subpena. 

The facts of the matter are, and I think the record should show 
them, that the committee apparently planned its hearings in Chicago 
some 3 months ago, and for 2 months subsequent to that the papers 
had announced that hearings were going to take place. 

No one contacted me; even though I spend a good deal of my time 
out of the city, nevertheless during that month I spent a great part 
of it in the city. The week preceding the hearings I was in the city 
of Chicago every day, in my office. On the Saturday or the Monday 
preceding the hearings my son hi ud a birthday. I was at his birth- 
day party during the day, and it was only Saturday evening that a 
representative of this committee came to my home and began to look 
for me. 

Now, I have a copy of the rules given to me by the Federal mar- 
shal. I see in the rules it clearly states that witnesses shall be sub- 
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penaed at a reasonably sufficient time in advance of any hearing, said 
time to be determined by the committee, in order to give the witness 
senortantts to prepare for the hearing and to employ counsel 
should he so desire. 
don’t think, gentlemen, that anyone would say that for me to be 
called on the Saturday night before the hearings take place, after 2 
months of preparations, is sufficient time, even were I in Chicago. 

It so happens that I did not know that the committee wanted me, 
and by a mere courteous telephone call by the Federal marshal to 
my office IT made arrangements with him, an appointment, where I 
was served with a subpena and I readily accepted it and came here 
today. 

I think it is wrong 

Mr. Veiner. Well, were you at home the Saturday evening when 
our investigator was—— 

Mr. Fernoiass. No, I was not. Ithink it was wrong 

Mr. Vevpr. Did vou know 

Mr. Frerneuass. For a committee of Congress 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Feinglass 

Mr. Frernciass. To smear me in the manner I was smeared. 

Mr. Verpr. Just a minute, please. 

Did you know on S: meen evening or prior to that time during 
that week we are sp { before the Chicago hearings that your 
presence was wante¢ fore st is subcommittee ? 

Mr. Fretncuass. I certat nly did not know prior to Saturday that 
my presence was wanted by this committee. 

Mr. Veipr. Did you know Saturday ¢ 

Mr. Ferneuass. I did not know Saturday. 

Mr. Vevpe. Did you know Saturday night ? 

Mr. Frmneuass. I knew somebody wanted me, ves. I had made 


1 


previous arrangements, and I followed them through. I didn’t know 


1} 
L be 


for what purpose. 

Mr. Vetpr. How did you know ? 

Mr. Ferrneuass. The important thing is, Mr. Velde, that my 
wife's 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be directed to 
answer the question, how did you know 

Mr. Frrneiass. My wife said, “Some people were here and they 
said they wal ted to see yi a.” 

I said, “Who were they ?” 

She said she didn’t know who they were. She said, “A couple of 
gentlemen were here and wanted to see you.” 

I said, “I am proceeding to go according to my plans.” 

The next a k I heard was that the papers announced that I was 
hiding out, and I think it is very unfair, and it isn’t becoming to the 
dignity of the committee to terrorize my family, to stand in front of 
my house all day Sunday whe n I was not there 

‘Mr. Vetpr. Tlow did vou know this committee was after you? 

Mr. Ferneiass. My wife told me you 

Mr. Vexpr. She did tell you this committee was looking for you? 

Mr. Freineuass. She certainly told me the people had talked to my 
son, had t ilked to er, al d had wp in front f the house 

Mr. Scuerer. When did you leay 

Mr. Fetneuass. I left Chicas st Saturday evening. 
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Mr. Scuerer. You were in Chicago— 

Mr. Ferrnenass. I went to meet with some people that I had 
arranged to meet earlier. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Frrncuass. It was not important— 

Mr. Scuerer. It is very important now that you have raised the 
issue. Where did you go? 

Mr. Fernenass. Where did I go Saturday ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Yes. 

Mr. Fertnoeuass. I went to Detroit and I had a conference. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was the nature of your visit in Detroit ? 

Mr. Ferneuass. I had a conference arranged in Detroit with the 
local union, and subsequently a conference arranged with an em- 
ployer. If you want to know the names I will be glad to give them 
to you, the people I saw in Detroit; I will give you their names. 

Mr. Scuerer. Allright. What were their names? 

Mr. Ferneuass. I had an appointment with Roberts Fur Co. I 
had an appointment with Mr. Harold Shapiro, and with a commit- 
tee of the Swader Shop, and furthermore, these arrangements were 
made in the past. 

I raise the question that all I expected was somebody to cali me 
and I would have been here, just as they called me now—— 

At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Ferneouass. I did not expect that on television somebody would 
announce that I was hiding out or missing and have this broadeast in 
all the newspapers. 

Mr. Scuerer. And how long were you in Detroit ? 

Mr. Frerneuass. I was in Detroit until Wednesday. 

Mr. Scuerer. You don’t know how long before Saturday night 
the committee was trying to contact you, do you? 

Mr. Fernauass. They were not trying to contact me. 

Mr. Veupe. How do you know that / 

Mr. Frernatass. To my knowledge. 

Mr. Scurrer. To your knowledge, but you don’t know whether 
they were prior to that Saturday night ? 

Mr. Fernauass. I certainly do not. 

Mr. Scurrer. You don’t know that? 

Mr. Ferneuass. I do not, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee may have been trying to contact you 
during that week. 

Mr. Femnezass. Well, I have evidence to show that I was in my 
office; that I spoke at meetings during that week; that I said to peo- 
an are people who the Catholic Church rents that office on 
Friday night, but before I left I said goodby to all those folks and 
they came over and said they are ready to testify for me because I 
wouldn’t run away from a subpena, and I didn’t like it being pul 
lished in that manner, besmirching my reputs ition. 

Mr. Scurner. I understand that, and there are some things I would 
like to clear up. 

Mr. Frernotass. Certainly. 

Mr. Scerer. And that is, you don’t know of your own knowledge, 
then, that the committee tried to reach you prior to that Saturday 
night ? 
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Mr. Frincuass. No, , and if I did I would have appeared before 


this committee. 


me by ecarand takes me to 


stayed that nig! 


Mr. Scuerer. Did you go home that Saturday night ? 


Mr. Frincuasss. I did not go home. 


Mr. Scuerrer. W | you stay that Saturday night? 
Mr. Frrvenass. I don’t think that that is—that is beside the point. 
Mr. Scuerer. I think s important, since you raised the issue. 


Mr. Frmncuass. I stayed with my people. 

Mr. Scuerer. Who? 

Mr. Feincuass. The organizer of my union. 
Mr. Scuerrer. Where? 

Mr. Frrneuass. In Detre 

Mr. Scuerer. Detroit / 

Mr. Ferneauass. Yes, 

Mr. Scuerer. What part of Detroit ? 

Mr. Fernauass. I don’t ov At his home. 
Mr. Scuerer. Where did he live? 

Mr. Fremnorass. I can get you his address; I don’t know. He takes 


} 
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Mr. Scuerer. And you st d at his residence that night? 

Mr. Frincuass. That is right. That is right. 

Mr. Scuerer. And your family was at your own home? 

Mr. Fetnouass. That is right. 

Mr. Scurrer. Did you have any contact with your wife that night 
prior to going to that ] an’s ] ome ¢ 

Mr. Frerncuass. No, sir. No. sir. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Scuerer. How far from your home was the home where you 
] } ’ 
It ¢ 

Mr. Fretmnouass. I said Detroit. 

Mr. Camner. He said Detroit. 


Mr. Scnerrer. VW d you leave Chicago? 
Mr. Frermneuass. I left ¢ vo Saturday. 

Mr. Scnerer. What time Saturday? — 

Mr. Frernauass. Saturday. early in the evening. 
Mr. Scuerer. Did you e plane or by train? 


Mr. Ferneouass. By car. 

Mr. Scuerer. B r? 

Mr. Frernouass. That is right. 

Mr. Scuerer. Who left 1 u? 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 
Mr. Fetnauass. Isthat essential ? 

Mr. Scuerer. I think it is very essential. 

Mr. Fernauass. I went alone. 

Mr. Scuerer. You went alone? 

Mr. Fernouass. You bet 

Mr. Scuerer. When did you get in Detroit ? 

Mr. Fernanass. I cot in Detroit late that evening. 

Mr. Scuerer. When did you goto this 

Mr. Fernerass. IT had an appointment on Sunday in Detroit. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right 

Mr. Feitneiass. And I left Saturday night and was in Detroit on 
Sunday. 
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Mr. Scuerer. What time did you say you left on Saturday night 

Mr. Fernauass. I left Saturday night about 6 o’clock, 6 or 6: 30. 

Mr. Scugrer. You said you were at a birthday party of your son’s? 

Mr. Frrncuass. I was at my son’s birthday party on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Mr. Scuerer. Where was that ? 

Mr. Frernexiass. In my home. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr, Cammer.) 

Mr. Fernewass. And incidentally, I hadn’t heard from the com- 
mittee at my home, I havea telephone number and I am listed, The 
committee never called me, never told me that they wanted me. I just 
ask you, Mr. Scherer, do you think it is fair treatment ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Now, when did your wife tell you—when did you first 
learn that the committee wanted to see you ¢ 

Mr. Frernetass. When I talked to her on the telephone. 

Mr. Scuerer. When was that ? 

Mr. Fernatass. The following Tuesday. 

Mr. Scurrer. Did she know where you were in Detroit 

Mr. Ferneuass. No, sir; she knew I left. 

Mr. Scuerer. You had no contact with your home until Tuesday ¢ 

Mr. Ferneuass. No, sir. The fact is, when the marshal did get in 
touch with me I told him exactly where I was. I told him when it 
would be convenient to meet me, and he came out and I accepted ser 
vice, because if you wanted me I wanted to appear. 

Mr. Scuerer. When did the marshal first contact you? 

Mr. Frincuass. He contacted me last week. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Freinauass. ‘Two weeks ago, I am sorry. 

Mr. Kunzic. I just want to ask you a few questions. 

Your wife, of course, didn’t know where you were 

Mr. Fetneuass. She didn’t 

Mr. Kunzic. She had no knowledge where you were / 

Mr. Frrneuass. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Kunzic. All these specific points listed, everybody knew where 
you were, but from this specific time on Saturday to Tuesday your 
wife didn’t know where you were? 

Mr. Frerneuass. She probab ly knew I was in Detroit, but she didn’t 
know where. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then can you explain why she told the committee 
investigators you were in Waukegan / 

Mr. Fernerass. I don’t have to explain that I don’t think. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I will have the investigator take the 
stand. He said Mr. Feinglass’ wife said he was in Waukegan. That 
is far away from Detroit. 

Mr. Vetpe. Certainly. 

Mr. Frernetass. Not too far away, and besides that, I have busines 
in Waukegan and Detroit. 

Mr. Kunzic. But you said your wife knew you were in Detroit. 

Mr. Frerncuass. I may have said that, but that is beside the point. 

Mr. Kunzic. No, itis very much to the point. 

Mr. Fernorass. If you wanted me you could get me. 

Mr. Vexpe. Did you tell her you were in Waukegan ? 
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Mr. Fernexass. I had business in Waukegan, yes; I didn’t tell her 
I was there, no. 

Mr. Vevpe. Did you tell her you were going to Detroit? . 

Mr. FrINnGLass. Y es. 

Mr. Vetpe. When did you tell her? 

Mr. Frerneriass. When I left. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you goto Waukegan ? 

Mr. Ferneuass. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. You said your wife told you on Tuesday there were 
men outside hanging around the house ? 

Mr. Ferneuass. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. You said your wife did not tell you they were from the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, asking to serve a sub- 
pena on you; she didn’t tell you that ? 

Mr. Ferncuass. No, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Ferneuiass. And they talked tomy children. 

Mr. Scuerer. Who was the investigator from this staff ? 

Mr. Fuoss. Mr. Williams and myse elf. 

Mr. Fernevass. Mr. Velde, the point is, they came on Saturday night 
for Monday. Now, I was available; if you had indicated in any way 
you wanted me I would have been there. Why is it they didn’t indi- 
cate to me? After all, you were preparing those hearings for 2 
months. During those 2 months I made many public appearances. 
Nobody indicated they wanted me. [ask you, , it fair? 

Suppose you had told me Saturday night I should come on Mon- 
day. U nddes ‘your own rules you say a man is supposed to be given 
a right to prepare himself. Is a man in a position, if you tell him 
Saturday, to hire counsel and come in Monday ? 

Mr. Vetpe. That is not, of course, a question for the committee, but 
since you raised it let me ask you this—— 

Mr. Frrneuass. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Vetpr. When were you subpenaed to attend this hearing today ? 

Mr. Ferneouass. I was subpenaed about—well, Pll tell you in a 
minute. 

Mr. Cammer. About 2 weeks ago. 

Mr. Ferneuass. I have the subpena here. I was subpenaed—— 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Fernevass. Around April 6, something like that. The 
marshal—— 

Mr. Vetpr. And who subpenaed you? 

Mr. Fernexass. The Federal mars sh il] called me and he said, “Mr. 
Feinglass, I would like to serve you,” and he said, “When will you be 
in your office ?” 

T said, “2 o’clock,” and he came over and he served me. 

Mr. Vetpr. That was in sufficient time for the purpose of this hear- 
ing, was it not, to obtain counsel, and so forth ? 

Mr. Fertnouass. Yes, sir, for the purpose of this hearing it 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I offer in evidence—— 

Mr. Fernouass. I would like to— 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Chairman, the subpena and the return thereon, 
subpenaing this witness before this committee for this date. The 


9 


subpena is marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 1.” 
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Mr. Vetpe. Without objection, it will be admitted in evidence at 
this point. 

(The subpena and return thereon, marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 
1” for identification was received in evidence.) * 

Mr. Frrnewass. Mr. Velde, I am explaining 

Mr. Vevpr. Just a minute, please. 

Mr. Frrnowass. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Vevpr. Allright. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzic. Just to make the record complete, Mr. Chairman, there 
was then a telegram sent to Mr. Feinglass continuing the subpena 
from the 26th of April to the 29th of April, which is today’s date. 

[ offer that as Exhibit No. 2, Feinglass. 

Mr. Veipre. Without objection, it will be admitted in the record 
at this point. 

(Telegram to Mr. Feinglass, marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 2” for 
identification, was received in evidence. )? 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were you born, Mr. Feinglass ? 

Mr. Fernetass. I was born in Bessarabia. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, I asked you before for your address. What is 
your residence address? You gave us a Cortez Street address, which 
is your office ? 

Mr. Ferneuass. That is right. You have my residence address. 
These gentlemen—— 

Mr. Kunzic. I am asking you for your residence address, for the 
record. 

Mr. Frrnewass. It is 8851 North Lincolnwood Drive. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell Lincolnwood. 

Mr. Frrneuass. L-i-n-c-o-l-n-w-o-o0-d Drive. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is that Chicago, or what? 

Mr. Fernotass. Skokie. 

Mr. Kunzia. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party, Mr. Feinglass ¢ 

Mr. Frtneiass. Mr. Kunzig, that is rather a vague question and 
I don’t think it is very clear what you mean by the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I request that the witness be directed 
to answer the question 

Mr. Frerneouass. I object to it. It is not clear. 

Mr. Kunzia (continuing). Whether he has ever been a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Veipe. Yes, Mr. Feinglass, I think certainly from the back- 
ground of our investigations made into your particular case you have 
knowledge of what the Communist Party is. There is no question 
in my mind, and I am sure there is no question in the minds of this 
committee, and so you are directed to answer the question as to whether 
or not you have ever been a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Fernenass. Mr. Velde, I must take exception to what you have 
said, and I would like to tell you the reasons why, if you don’t mind. 

Mr. Vevpe. First of all, answer the question. Have you ever been 
a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Ferneuass. I will be glad to answer it if you explain what you 
mean by “a member of the Communist Party.” 





1 Retained in the files of the committee. 
2 Retained in the files of the committee. 
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I just came from a trial in the city of Washington of the presi- 
dent of my organization where the Department of Justice said that 
you don’t have to be a member to be a member, and that once you 
are a member you can’t resign. 

I will give you these arguments from the record 

Mr. Vetpe. This is not before a court of law— 

Mr. Frernerass. What are you / 

Mr. Vepr. This is a committee set up by the House of Represent: \- 
tives. It has been determined a long time ago that the Communist 
Party is a subversive eriunineien, 

Now, as I said before, our investigation has shown that you have 
knowledge concerning Communist Party activities and we wish that 
you would answer the questions as put to you by counsel. 

Mr. Frrnenass. Well, to you gentlemen these questions are very 
simple. They are not so simple to me as far as I am concerned; this 
question as to what is a Communist today and what is not, is not a very 
clear question. So Iam going to rely on the fifth amendment and re 
fuse to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Kunzic. You refuse to answer the question, then, on the basis 
of the fifth amendment ‘ 

Mr. Fernouass. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. I will make it very clear. The question is not whether 
you are a Communist Party me mber today. The question I asked a 
moment ago is, Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Frerneuass. Well, in any of these questions I think that this 
committee, from its behavior, doesn’t mean me any good. I think you 
are setting a trap in asking me this question. 

I am not too clear from the activity of the Department of Justice in 
the Gold case as to what is a membership and what is not a member 
ship, and I certainly will refuse to answer this question on the basis of 
my right not to serve as a witness against myself. 

Mr. Kuwzie. I will ask you now, are you a member of the Com- 
munist Party? Are you today a member of the Communist Party / 
Mr. Frrncuass. I think that the answer I gave before I shall also 
rive now. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. You refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment ? 

Mr. Frrtneuass. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. And when you are talking about Gold, you are talking 
about Ben Gold, president of the International Fur and Leather 
Workers Union? 

Mr. Ferneuass. That is right, our union. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your position with that union ? 

Mr. Ferneuass. I am an organizer of that union. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Before | go to certain other points here I want to ask 
you if you ever ran for public office on any ticket of any kind? 

Mr. Fernevass. I remember vaguely way back that I did, maybe 
some 20 years ago or so. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was it for State Senator that you ran ? 

Mr. Fernoass. Frankly, I couldn’t tell you now, it is so long ago. 

Mr. Scuerer. You mean you don’t remember what public office you 
ran for? 


Z 
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Mr. Ferneuass. I ran for some public office way back in the thirties. 

Mr. Scnerer. And you can’t remember what office / 

Mr. Frrnenass. Either State senator or congressman, or some- 
thing; I don’t remember because during those days I was active in 
the unemployment office and I remember I was nominated on some 
ticket to run for office. 

Mr. Scnerer. What ticket? 

Mr. Ferncuass. I think at that time the Communist. 

Mr. Scuerer. And did you run on the Communist Party ticket at 
that time? 

Mr. Frerneuass. I think I did. 

Mr. Vevpr. Can you place the time a little more carefully / 

Mr. Fernenass. I can't now. If you want me to I will be glad 
to get the record and place the time. You probably have it. 

Mr. Kunzic. We are asking you. 

Mr. Frineuass. I don’t recall it now, it is so long ago. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you ran on its ticket ? 

Mr. Frrncuass. I will give the same answer I gave before. 

Mr. Kunzia. You refuse to answer ¢ 

Mr. Ferneuass. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know Ben Gold, president of the Interna- 
tional Fur and Leather Workers Union ¢ 

Mr. Fernauass. I certainly do. 

Mr. Kunzia. And the same Ben Gold who was convicted and is 
about to be sentenced, according to today’s papers ¢ 

Mr. Frmnewass. That is right. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Involving the oath provisions of the Taft-Hartley 
Act? 

Mr. Fernenass. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever filed an affidavit under section 9 (h) 
of the Taft-Hartley Act? 

Mr. Frrneuass. No, sir, I was not required to. I was not an-oflicer. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you, therefore, have not filed any yourself? 

Mr. Frimneuass. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you hold any office of any kind? I know you are 
‘in organizer. 

Mr. Ferneiass. No, none except that. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever hold any office in the union ? 

Mr. Frerneuass. I was at one time district president of my district. 

Mr. Kunzic. When was that? 

Mr. Ferncuass. About a year ago, prior to—about a year ago, I 
believe. ; 

Mr. Veuve. Did you file a non-Communist affidavit a year ago when 
you were district president of the organization ? . 

Mr. Fertneriass. The district president—the district was not 
required since it was not bargaining. It was just a sort of coopera 
tive group of the locals in the area and not bargaining for contracts, 
so the board didn’t require it to be filed. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you naturalized ? 

Mr. Femneuass. I was not naturalized normally. I am a citizen 
through my father. My dad was a citizen for 40 years—as a matter 
of fact, 44 years, just as old as Lam. 
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Mr. Kunze. Now, I want to read you the testimony here of Lee 
Lundgren, L-u-n-d-g-r-e-n, former member of the Communist Party. 
Lee Lundgren testified in public session before this committee Septem- 
ber 2, 1952, in Chicago. He was asked: 

Were you acquainted with Abe Feinglass? 

Mr. LUNDGREN. Yes, I was. 

QUESTION. What was his position with the union? 

Mr. LunpGreN. He was regional director, or had some title like that, of the 
Fur and Leather Workers Union. 

QUESTION. Was he known to you to be a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. LUNDGREN. Yes, he was. 

QUESTION. What was the basis of your knowledge? 

Mr. LUNDGREN. Well, at that time Abe Feinglass was an open Communist 
and admitted publicly he was a member of the Communist Party. 

My question to you is, were you ever an open member of the Com- 
munist Party. admitting publicly you were? 

Mr. Frrneiass. My answer is the same as before. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. You refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment ? 

(Representative James B. Frazier, Jr., entered the hearing room 
at this point. ) 

Mr. Fetncuass. Yes. 

Mr. Vetpe. When you refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment, is it because your answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Fernerass. I say I refuse to answer on the ground I do not 
wish to be a witness against myself since that is the protection, the 
only protection I can seek in this situation. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been connected in any capacity with 
the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Femneciass. Same answer. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever write for the Daily Worker in any way? 

Mr. Frerneuass. I will have to answer the same. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been instructor at the Chicago Workers 
School ? 

Mr. Fernouass. It is the same question. The same answer, I will 
not - 

Mr. Kunzic. No, it is not the same question at all. It is entirely 
different. 

Mr. Fernenass. All right, a different question 

Mr. Vevpe. Just a minute. 

At this point I am setting up a new subcommittee consisting of Mr. 
Scherer, Mr. Frazier, and myself as chairman, and may the record 
show that all 3 members of the subcommittee are present at this point. 

You may proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer. ) 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Feinglass, were you ever connected with the 
American League Against War and Fascism? 

Mr. Ferncuass. I will refuse to answer that on the same basis. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes, the witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Fernotass. I will rely again on the fifth amendment and refuse 
to be a witness against myself. I will not answer it. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have here a document marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 
3” for identification, which is a letterhead of the Chicago committee, 
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American League Against War and Fascism, and under the Chicago 
executive committee it lists Abe Feinglass. 

I hand that to the witness and ask you if you were the Abe Fein- 
glass listed on the letterhead of this group? 

Mr. Ferneuass. My answer is the same, sir. 

Mr. Vetpr. You ask that that be 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I ask now that this document be admitted in evidence 
as Feinglass Exhibit No. 3, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Without objection, it will be admitted in evidence at 
this point. 

(Letterhead, Chicago Committee, American League Against W: wr 
and Fascism, dated May 16, 1936, marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 3 
for identification, was received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. I have a document marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 4” 
for identification. It isa leaflet, Call toa May Day Conference, April 
15, 1939. 

These items I intend to bring before the committee, Mr. Chairman, 
are in chronological order. 

April 15, 1939. It lists as a member of a provisional May Day 
committee—and it says it is from the Communist Party headquarters 
one Abe Feinglass. 

Were you a member of this provisional May Day committee, Mr. 
Feinglass, as your name is listed here on Feinglass Exhibit No. 4 for 
identification, which I now pass to you? 

Mr. Frrneiass. Mr. Chairman, I will refuse to answer this on the 
same basis as previously stated. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. I will offer Feinglass Exhibit No. 4 in evidence, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Without objection, it will be admitted at this point. 

(Leaflet, Call to a May Day Conference, dated April 15, 1939, 
marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 4” for identification, was received in 
evidence. ) 4 

Mr. Kuwzia. I have a document marked ee Exhibit No. 5,” 
a copy of the Daily Worker of October 30, 1940, and on page 5 it lists 
Abe Feinglass as having spoken at a trade-union division of the 
Lewistown Defense Committee rally to support four Communist 
Party petition workers. 

Did you speak in support of these Communist Party petition work 
ers, as listed here in the Daily Worker, Feinglass Exhibit No. 5 for 
identification ? 

Mr. Fernevass. I will refuse to answer that question on the same 
bs Asis. 

Mr. Veiner. What was the date of that, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. CamMer. 1940. 

Mr. Kunzia. October 30, 1940, Mr. Chairman. 

I offer in evidence Feinglass Exhibit No. 5. 

Mr. Vetpe. Without objection, it will be admitted. 

(Copy of Daily Worker of October 30, 1940, marked “Feinglass 
Exhibit No. 5” for identification, was received in evidence.)® 

Mr. Cammer. Is there anyone who can make an objection, Mr. 
Chairman ? 


® Retained in the files of the committee. 
* Retained in the files of the committee. 
5 Retained in the files of the committee. 
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Mr. Veiner. Yes; the members of the committee can. 

Mr. Fernewass. There is no point—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I think it is pretty obvious that 
this witness is going to take the fifth amendment on all these various 
questions. 

Is that correct ? 

Mr. Fretnouass. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. He states here for the record that he is going to take 
the fifth amendment on these questions, and I would like, then, with 
your permission, instead of taking the items one by one, to read them 
to you. The witness may, if he wishes to at any specific time, in- 
terrupt and say he did or did not participate in any of these matters, 
but if he wants to take the fifth amendment we can cut the time short 
by putting these various documents in the record in one group. 

Mr. Vevpe. All right. You may proceed, without objection. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have a copy of the Dai ly Worker of May 2, 1941, 
listing Abe Feinglass as a signer of a petition to free Ear] eae 

I have a copy of the Daily Worker of March 11, 1942, which lists 
Abe Feinglass as the signer of a statement in c onnection with the free- 
ing of Earl Browder, in connection with a Citizens’ Committee to Free 
Earl Browder, which, of course, is a cited organization. 

Mr. Fernouass. These are newspaper items? 

Mr. Cammer. Yes; the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I have a copy of the Daily Worker of May 25, 1947, 
marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 8” for identification, page 9, listing 
Abe Feinglass as a signer of a sts it ment released by the Civil Rights 
( seinesaebniive sladinidn ommunists. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Kuwnzic. The Civil Rights Congress is also a cited organizi ution. 

I have a document marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 9” for identi- 
fication, which is a copy of a Daily Worker for January 25, 1948, 
page 4, listing Abe Feinglass as an aide of Ben Gold, Communist and 
former president of International Fur and Leather Workers Union. 

Feinglass exhibit No. 10 for identification, also a copy of the Daily 
Worker, February 18, 1948, and Abe Feinglass is listed as signing a 
protest against Attorney General Clark’s “no bond ruling” in Com- 
munist deportation cases; also as a signer of a telegram demanding the 
release on bail of John Williamson, released by Midwest Committee 
for the Protection of Foreign Born, which is also a cited Communist- 
tront org ranization. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass was continuing to confer with Mr. 
Cammer. ) 

ee Kunzic. I have a document marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 

’ for identification, a copy of the Daily Worker of July 16, 1948; 
on page 7 it lists Abe Feinglass as greeting Walter Zukowski, Polish 
labor leader, at a dinner held in Zukowski’s honor in Chicago. This, 
of course, is Poland of 1948. 

At this point Mr. Feinglass was still conferring with Mr. 
Cammer. ) 

Mr. Kunzic. I have here Feinglass exhibit No. 12 for identification, 
a letterhead of the National Nonpartisan Committee to Defend the 
Rights of the 12 Communist Leaders, dated September 9, 1949. It 
lists as the sponsor of this group defending the Communist leaders, 
Abe Feinglass, listed under the State of Illinois. 
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Feinglass exhibit No. 13 for identification, a copy of the Daily 
Worker of October 17, 1949. On page 2 it lists Abe Feinglass as hav- 
ing participated in a picket line in Chicago following the verdict 
against the 11 Communist leaders, the picket line, of course, protest- 
ing the verdict in the Communist case. 

Feinglass exhibit No. 14 for identification, a copy of the Daily 
Worker of March 2, 1950, listing Abe Feinglass as sending greetings 
to William Z. Foster on his 69th birthday, among others of course. 

Feinglass exhibit No. 15 identification, a copy of the ee 
Worker of April 3, 1950, page 4, listing Abe Feinglass as a signer of : 
statement denouncing the Mundt bill in connection with the Nation: J 
Committee To Defeat the Mundt Bill, which is a cited organization. 

Feinglass exhibit No. 16 for identification, a copy of the Daily 
Worker of March 9, 1951, on page 4 listing Abe Feinglass as sending 
a telegram to William Z. Foster, greeting him on his 70th birthday. 

Feinglass exhibit No. 17 for identification, a list of those in attend 
ance at the sponsors’ meeting, American Peace Crusade, 1704 R Street 
NW., Washington, D. C., March 15,1951. It lists Abe Feinglass as in 
attendance for the International Fur and Leather Workers Union. 
representing Ben Gold. The American Peace Crusade is a cited front 
organization. 

Also, in this connection, a photostat as part and parcel of Feinglass 
exhibit No. 17, a photostat entitled “Peace Crusader,” March 26, 1951, 
reflects the subject was one of the delegation of this same group to the 
State Department. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Kunzic. Feinglass exhibit No. 18 for identification, a copy of 
the Daily Worker of M: iy 31, 1951, page 5 lists Abe Feinglass as a 
speaker at a banquet in honor of Claude Lightfoot, publicly identified 
as a Communist. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Kunzig. Feinglass exhibit No. 19 for identification, a leaflet, 
Call to a Midwest Conference To Defend the Bill of Rights and for the 
Defense of Foreign Born, dated May 18,1952. It lists Abe Feinglass 
as a sponsor of the Midwest Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Born, which is part and parcel of the same committee which is a cited 
front organization. 

Feinglass exhibit No. 20 for identification—— 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer.) 

Mr. Kunzia. Is a copy of the Daily People’s World, December 17, 
1952. On page 2 it lists Abe Feinglass as a speaker at a weekend con 
ference in Detroit called by the American Committee for the Protection 
of Foreign Born, which we have just mentioned as a cited Communist- 
front organization. 

Feinglass exhibit No. 21 for identification, a letterhead, Midwest 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, a form letter enclosing two 
tickets toa public meeting on the Walter-McCarran law to be held Jan- 
uary 30, 1953, which was sponsored by the Midwest Committee for Pro- 
tection of Foreign Born, which, as we just said, is a cited front or- 
ganization of the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign 
Born. Abe Feinglass is listed as a sponsor. 

Feinglass exhibit No. 22, a letterhead and call, Michigan Conference 
to Re peal the Walter-McCarran Law and Defend the Rights of For- 
eign Born Americans, based again on this same committee that we have 
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just been discussing, the cited organization. It lists Abe Feinglass un- 
der the title of “Partial List of Conference Sponsors. 

Mr. Veuve. Just a minute, Mr. Counsel. You did not mean to infer 
that the Committee to Repeal the Walter-McCarran law was a cited 
organization at this time. 

Mr. Kunzic. No. 

Mr. Vetpe. You were referring to the American Committee for the 
Protection of Foreign Born ? 

Mr. Kunzic. I was refe a ing to the Midwest Committee for Pro- 
tection of Foreign Born, which is part and parcel of this same, which 
has been cited as subversive and Communist by Attorney General Tom 
Clark in 1948; by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
in 1944, also in 1942; and by the California Committee on Un- 
American Activities in 1947 and in 1948. I was referring to the 
American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born. 

I have last here Feinglass exhibit No. 23 for identification, a copy of 
the Daily Worker of January 3, 1954, on page 6 listing Abe Feinglass 
as one of a group of individuals signing a plea to President Eisenhower 
asking for a Christmas amnesty for Communist leaders convicted 
under the Smith Act. 

I now offer into evidence, Mr. Chairman, the exhibits which I have 
identified as 6 through 23, inclusive, for identification, to be admitted 
as Feinglass exhibits Nos. 6 to 23, inclusive. 

(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer. ) 

Mr. Veutpe. Without objection, they will be so admitted in evidence. 

(The documents marked “Feinglass Exhibits Nos. 6 to 23,” both in- 
elusive, for identification, were received in evidence. ) ® 

Mr. Kunzia. I hand you a picture marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 
24” for identification and ask you if you recognize yourself and any 
of the other gentlemen in that picture. 

Mr. Ferneuass. I will refuse to answer on the same basis. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, let the record show that this is a pic- 
ture which investigation has shown to be part of a May Day rally 
and parade held in Chicago, Ill., on May 1, 1948. . . F 

The 4 people in the picture are Abe Feinglass, Charles Lawson, who 
has been identified as a member of the Communist Party, Ernest 
DeMaio, and one Hillyard Ellis, marching down the street here at 
this May Day rally in Chicago. 

I now offer in evidence this picture, Feinglass exhibit No. 24, for 
identification. 

Mr. Vetpe. Without objection, it will be admitted in evidence. 

(The photograph above referred to, marked “Feinglass Exhibit No. 

24” for identification, was received in evidence.) * 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Now, as to these Feinglass Exhibits Nos. 6 to 23 I 
put in as a group, Mr. Feinglass, were you a member or participant, 
or whatever it was we said, of those various groups and different 
fronts and different organizations, as I read into the record ? 

Mr. Frernewass. I shall use the same answer I did before. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. You refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment, on the ground your answer might tend to incriminate 
you? 


————— 


* Reté ained in the files of the committee 
™ Retained in the files of the comnittee. 
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Mr. Fernetass. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 

Mr. Vexpe. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. At the beginning of your testimony, Mr. Witness, 
you complained rather bitterly about a statement made at the conclu- 
sion of the Chicago hearings. 

[ have a transcript of the record, and it does not disclose that Mr. 
Velde at any time mentioned the name of Feinglass or the name of any 
other witness who had not answered a subpena or on whom a subpena 
had not been able to be served. In fact, Mr. Velde said: 

At this time I should like to announce that 2 subpenas have been reissued for 
2 labor leaders in the Chicago area. The subpenas have not been served, et 
cetera. 

I have read through the transcript of the record. He does not 
mention the name of Feinglass or the name of the other man. 

Mr. Fremnexiass. Mr. Scherer, somebody must have told the news- 
papermen something. They wouldn’t just print the story. 

Mr. Scurrer. Well, newspapermen are very smart, and they may 
have learned that you were the man subpenaed, but Mr. Velde did 
not mention your name. 

Mr. Vevpe. Do you have anything further ? 

Mr. Scuerer. I don’t have anything further, but I thought the 
record should show just what you did s: ay. 

Mr. Vevpe. As I recall your statement, which was voluntary, as 
you will recall, concerning the service of a subpena upon you at the 
Chicago hearings, you said it appeared in the paper that I had named 
you as a fugitive from justice, is that right ? 

Mr. Cammer. From a subpena. 

Mr. Ferrneuiass. No, I said a fugitive from a subpena, and the 
papers did so report. 

Mr. Vevpr. A fugitive from a subpena ? 

Mr, Fernoass. Subpena. 

Mr. Vevpe. I would appreciate it very much if you would send me 
a clipping of that item listing you asa fugitive. 


Mr. Fernerass. I would be olad to. It said I was hiding out 
same thing—hiding out from a subpena. 

Mr. Scuerer. Oh, it didn’t use the word “fugitive”? 

Mr. Veupr. You did use the word “fugitive,” as I understand. 

Mr. Ferne.ass. I will amend that to “hiding out.” I will send 
you an exact copy of the newspaper. I am sure you have it. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have the transcript, and Mr. Velde did not men- 
tion or identify the two individuals to whom he was referring in any 
way. 

Mr. Vecpr. But in any event, you are not complaining about the 
length of time between the service of the subpena on you for this 
hearing, and this hearing ? 

Mr. Ferneuass. No, sir. 

Mr. Veupe. You have had plenty of opportunity to obtain counsel ? 

Mr. Fernewass. That is right. 

Mr. Vevpr. And you have counsel with you at this time? 

Mr. Fertnewass. As a matter of fact, upon my request, Mr. Kunzig 
and my lawyer agreed on an adjournment for 3 di Lys. 

Mr. Veube. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 
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(At this point Mr. Feinglass conferred with Mr. Cammer. ) 

Mr. Ferncuass. I believe the question is the same as placed before 
me before. I must rely for the same reasons on the fifth amendment 
and refuse to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Vextpr. Have you engaged in any Communist Party activity 
within the last year? 

Mr. Ferneuass. Frankly, I don’t know what that means, but I re- 
fuse to answer it on the same basis. 

Mr. Veupr. Well, the Attorney General of the United States and 
this committee and other committees engaged in investigation of sub- 
versive efforts of the Russian Government and the American Com- 
munist Party, have pretty well defined the various front groups that 
you are alleged to have belonged to upon which you refuse to answer 
now. 

It appears to me that you would pretty well know if any of this ma 
terial is true, if any of the witnesses who testified that you were a 
Communist Party member were telling the truth. 

It appears to me that you know what Communist Party activities 
are, and so I ask you again, Have you engaged in any Communist 
Party activities of any nature whatsoever during the last year ¢ 

Mr. Frincuass. I will refuse to answer. I think that is simplest. 
I will refuse to answer. I don’t want to go into any political argument. 

As I told you at the outset, I listened in on a trial in which the Com 
munist Party activities were so defined that I think it is in the best 
interests of myself not to fall into any trap, but to refuse to answer 
and rely on the Constitution. 

Mr. Vevpe. Is there anything further that any member or counsel 
has to ask this witness ? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. No, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. If not, may I say that it is indeed regrettable that you, 
with all the experience you have apparently had in Communist ac 
tivity and spreading Communist propaganda, will not at this point 
help your Government. I Say it is disappointing. 

Mr. Ferneuass. I can’t hear you. 

Mr. Veuve. I think it is disappointing to the other members of the 
committee that you have refused to cooperate. 

Mr. Frrnciass. Iam not ashamed of my conduct 

Mr. Vetpr. You are at the present time dismissed until further call 
of the Chair. 

The committee will stand in adjournment until further call of the 
Chair. 

Whereupon, at 2:50 p. m., the hearing was recessed until further 
call of the Chair.) 
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